Boram SHIN received an Mphil in Russian Studies from University of Cambridge, and now is a
PhD candidate in Slavonic Studies under the Medieval and Modern Languages, University of
Cambridge. For her dissertation, she investigates on the construction of Uzbek national identity
through Stalinist culture in the 1930s and 1940s from a postcolonial perspective. Her research
interests include socialist expansion in the early Cold War Period, pan-Asiatic ideology, and
magical realism in Central Asian film and literature. Currently she is working with the Academy
of Korean Studies and East Asia Institute based in Seoul, South Korea.

Christopher James Fort graduated from Michigan State University with Bachelor's degrees in
Russian and Political Science. While there | developed an interest in Uzbek literature and
culture, which | further pursued while obtaining my MA at Ohio State in Russian Area Studies. |
am now working on my PhD at University of Michigan in Slavic Languages and Literatures.
Central Asia and Uzbek literature is one of primary focuses.

James Pickett is a PhD candidate in the History Department at Princeton University, where he
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