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Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan
Vadim Volovoj holds a Phd in Social (Political) science. His PhD thesis dealt with the issue of political stability in Central Asian states. He currently is a lecturer in Lithuanian Mykolas Romeris University’s Political Science Institute, teaching  Russia and CIS studies, Central Asia studies, International Relations and Geopolitics. His main areas of study and research includegeopolitics, foreign, domestic, energy and military policies of the Russian Federation,the United States, Central Asian states, and  Lithuania.
Хачик Галстян, доцент кафедры истории и теории политической науки Ереванского государственного университета, кандидат политических наук, Ученый секретарь факультета Международных отношений ЕГУ, Член Евразийского экспертного клуба, Председатель НПО “Армянской Ассоциации Исследования Мира и Конфликтов”. В сферу его научных интересов входят вопросы мирной трансформации конфликтов, политические переговоры, политическая диалогистика, евразийская интеграция.  Является автором ряда публикаций по вопросам евразийских интеграционных процессов.

Fabio Indeo, PhD in Geopolitics with a thesis research titled “The geopolitical competition in Central Asia: the EU and its potential strategic ambitions”. Currently he is an external research fellow at the University of Camerino (Italy) and a visiting research associate at the Center for Energy Governance and Security, Hanyang University, Seoul (South Korea).
Dina Iglikova is the curator of the Central Asian Youth Network, an honorary society for Central Asian students and young leaders since 2009. She has worked for the International Organization for Migration (IOM) on countering human trafficking and for the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) on politico-military affairs. Dina is an alumna of the OSCE Academy and holds an MA in Political Science and an MA in International Security from the University of Warwick. Her research interests include the concept of security community, collective identity, political Islam, Central Asia’s place in the globalizing world. Dina is a keen supporter and a public diplomacy activist on the issues of Central Asia's integration across economic, political, and cultural trajectories.
Iana Dreyer is an Associate Analyst at the EU Institute for Security Studies. She is a political economist specialized in international trade policy. She has written extensively on European trade policy, regional trade agreements, the trade dimension of the European Union’s neighborhood policy and EU-Russia trade and investment relations. Her work has been published by several leading think tanks such as the European Centre for International Political Economy in Brussels, the Groupe Economie Mondiale at Sciences Po in Paris, and the Jacques Delors Institute in Paris. She has also collaborated with the London School of Economics’ Trade Policy Unit. She currently runs the trade policy website www.borderlex.eu. At the EUISS, with which she has been affiliated since 2013, she works on topics in which economics and geopolitics interact (trade, sanctions, energy). She is also correspondent for BNE Intellinews, the business media focusing on Central and Eastern Europe and the former Soviet space. Iana Dreyer has graduated from the London School of Economics and Sciences Po in Paris.
Gerald Pech is an Associate Professor of Economics at KIMEP University, Almaty, Kazakhstan. He received his Ph.D. from Ruhr-University Bochum in Germany. He held teaching and research positions at the Graduate School Bochum and Dortmund, the University of St Andrews, the National University of Ireland in Galway, the American University in Bulgaria and the University of Mainz. His fields of specialization are public economics, game theory and the economic analysis of institutions. He published in journals such as Public Choice, Economics Letters, Mathematical Social Sciences and Journal of Public Economic Theory (forthcoming).

Kairat Moldoshev is an Assistant Professor at the Faculty of Economics and Administrative Sciences, Suleyman Demirel University, Almaty, Kazakhstan. His research areas include regionalism studies with focus on Eurasian integration, identity politics, and international political economy.
Phool Badan, is an Associate Professor in the Centre for Russian and Central Asian Studies, School of International Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi, India. He has received his M.A., M.Phil. and Ph.D. degrees from the same University. He specializes on societies, cultures and politics of the Central Asian Republics. His other areas of interest include foreign policy of Central Asian States, society and politics of Russia and India. Dr. Phool Badan has authored two books:  Dynamics of Political Development in Central Asia (2001) and Resurgence of Islam in Central Asia (2014). Besides, he has contributed a number of articles and chapters in research journals and edited volumes. He has presented research papers in seminars and conferences in India and abroad. He has visited Central Asia many times. He has also traveled in Turkey, United States of America, United Kingdom and Germany on academic assignments He is on the editorial board of the journal Contemporary Central Asia.  

Sanjay Pandey holds Ph.D. in Soviet Studies from the School of International Studies, JNU and M.A. from Allahabad University in Political Science. He has been twice Visiting Fellow at the Centre of South Asian Studies, University of Cambridge (2009 and 2014), and once a Visiting Fellow at Cambridge Central Asia Forum, Cambridge (2008). He has been an International Observer for the Parliamentary (Oily Majlis) Election in Uzbekistan in December 2014 and for Presidential Election in Uzbekistan in December 2008. Pr. Pandey specializes on Foreign Policy of Russia and the Central Asian States. His other areas of interest include political system and processes in Russia and India with special focus on ethnicity, nationalism and comparative federalism. He has contributed many articles and research papers in edited books and journals.

Yasar Sari is an Associate Professor at the Department of International Relations in Abant Izzet Baysal University, Bolu, Turkey. He was a Visiting Associate Professor at Manas University in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan from 2010 to 2015. Previously, he worked as an Assistant Professor of International Relations in the International Ataturk Alatoo University located in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan from 2007 to 2009.  From 2006-2007, he served as Department Head for the International and Comparative Politics Department in the American University in Central Asia. Yasar Sari also taught at Kyrgyz-Russian Slavic University, OSCE Academy, Osh State University in Kyrgyzstan and Virginia Commonwealth University as well as University of Virginia as a part-time and an adjunct professor. He successfully defended dissertation entitled “Comparative Foreign Policy Analysis of Weak States: Case of the Caucasus States” in the Woodrow Wilson Department of Politics, University of Virginia, in October of 2008. He has published numerous articles and book chapters on Central Asia, Caucasus and Russia. Recently with his colleagues he completed one and half year a project on "Religious groups and Their Activities in Kyrgyzstan" and "Peace Education in Osh".

Dinmukhamed Ametbek holds an MA from Al-Farabi Kazakh National University, Almaty Kazakhstan and a PhD from Middle East Technical University, Ankara Turkey. His research interests and areas of expertise concentrate on: Eurasian studies, the Turkic World, and Turkish foreign policy.
Наталья Рослякова, младший научный сотрудник, Лаборатория комплексного исследования пространственного развития регионов, Институт проблем региональной экономики РАН (г. Санкт-Петербург). К eё исследовательским интересам относятся: региональная экономика, экономика транспорта, исследование структуры транспортного пространства, эконометрический анализ влияния транспортных систем на развитие региональной экономики, развитие трансграничных транспортных систем в рамках ЕврАзЭС. Рослякова является автором и соавтором ряда публикаций по вопросам евразийских интеграционных процессов.
Nurlan Choibekov completed an MA in Politics and Security (Central Asia) at the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe – Academy (OSCE-Academy) in 2012. He obtained a BA in Sociology from the American University of Central Asian (AUCA) in 2011.  His main research interests are in religious identity, cultural transformation, and public policy within Central Asian states.
Gortat Radzislawa is a Senior Lecturer at the Institute of Political Science, Warsaw University, Poland. Her research interests focus on political changes in post-Soviet states of Eastern Europe and Central Asia. She has undertaken many months of fieldwork in Kyrgyzstan since 1996 and published a book “Kyrgyzstan: Nature of Systemic Change (1990-1996)” in 2009 (in Polish language), and many articles on current politics of Kyrgyzstan. 
Guilherme Mello is Assistant Professor at Potiguar University (UnP) in Brazil and a Marie Curie fellow at Perm University, Russia. Guilherme has a BA in International Relations by Potiguar University (Brazil), a MA in International Political Economy by the University of Coimbra (Portugal) and is currently a second year PhD candidate at Scuola Normale Superiore in Florence (Italy). With specialization in Russian foreign policy, his major research interest is comparative politics within Central Asia and the post-soviet space, tackling international political economy subjects such as integration processes, state fragility and economic development.

Seyit Ali Avcu is a political science and international relations scholar and currently serves as Kyrgyzstan Country Director of Turkish Cooperation and Coordination Agency, TIKA. He is also the director of Central Asian Research Center (ORASAM) at Kyrgyzstan-Turkey Manas University and teaches in the International Relations Department at the Faculty of Economics and Management. He received his Ph.D in International Relations and Comparative Politics from University of Virginia. Prior to coming to Kyrgyzstan-Turkey Manas University in 2011, he taught in several universities in Turkey and in the USA. His research focuses on political parties, ethnic conflict, nationalism, politics and religion, politics of economic reform, globalization, and energy politics.
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