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Bechtold Louise, University of Tübingen, Germany 

Louise Bechtold is a Ph.D. candidate at the Department of Social and Cultural Anthropology, Eberhard 
Karls University of Tübingen, where she received her Masters Degree in Cultural Anthropology and 
Philosophy in 2011. She conducted field research for her Ph.D. on ritual economy in southern Kyrgyzstan 
in the mountainous region north of the city of Jalal-Abad in 2011-2012. Her areas of interest include New 
Kinship studies, theories of exchange, ritual economy and the anthropology of religion. 

Contact email: andersen.louisec@gmail.com 

 

Boboyorov Hafiz, Academy of Sciences of Tajikistan, Dushanbe, Tajikistan 

Hafiz Boboyorov works at the Institute of Philosophical, Political and Legal Sciences of the Academy of 
Sciences of Tajikistan, in Dushanbe. He defended his PhD thesis on ‘Kinship, Islam and Patronage in 
Southern Tajikistan’ on December 6, 2011 at the Center for Development Research, University of Bonn, 
Germany. For the purpose of his dissertation, Hafiz Boboyorov conducted a 15-month field research in 
mountainous and lowland districts by applying the social-anthropological methods of participant 
observation, semi-structured interview and network analysis. Currently he carries field research on ‘Local 
Networks of Generation and Transfer of Agricultural Knowledge’.as a post-doctoral project at the Center 
for Development Research in Bonn. 

Contact email: hafizboboyorov21@hotmail.com 

 

Dildorbekova Zamira, Institute of Arab and Islamic Studies, University of Exeter, UK 

Zamira Dildorbekova is currently pursuing her Ph.D. in Islamic Studies at the Institute of Arab and 
Islamic Studies, University of Exeter (United Kingdom). She holds B.A. (Hons) in English and German 
Linguistics from the Khorog State University (Tajikistan) and M.Phil. in Development Studies from the 
Institute of Development Studies (IDS) at Sussex University (United Kingdom). She acts also as a 
graduate teaching assistant and co-lectures Research Methods module at the Graduate Programme in Islamic 
Studies and Humanities, Institute of Ismaili Studies, London (United Kingdom). She has been awarded a 
status of Higher Education Academy Associate and is presently a participant in the Regional Seminar for 
Excellence in Teaching “Islam: religious and social practices. Universality and locality”. Her research interests 
include conflict analysis, post-conflict reconstruction, comparative post-Soviet transitions, contemporary 
Islamic discourse(s) and Islam in Central Asia. 

Contact email: zamira78@googlemail.com 

 

Fehlings Susanne, University of Tubingen, Germany 

Susanne Fehlings is a Ph.D. candidate at the Department of Social and Cultural Anthropology of 
Eberhard Karls University of Tübingen. She studied Art History and Cultural Anthropology at the 
Sorbonne University in Paris, Lomonosow University in Moscow and Eberhard Karls University in 
Tübingen, where she received an MA degree in 2007. Her areas of interest include post-Soviet studies and 
urban anthropology. At the moment she is working on her dissertation about the Armenian capital 
Yerevan. 

Contact email: susanne.fehlings@gmx.net 
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Frigerio Alessandro, KIMEP, Kazakhstan  

Alessandro Frigerio has a PhD in Political Studies from the Graduate School in Social, Economic and 
Political Sciences, Universitá degli Studi di Milano, Italy. His research interests include the works of 
Hannah Arendt, Michel Foucault and Carl Schmitt, and the issues of security, liberty, emergency and soft 
despotism.  

Contact email: frigerio@kimep.kz 

 

Kassenova Nargis, KIMEP, Kazakhstan  

Nargis Kassenova has a PhD in Political Science from Nagoya University, Japan.  She is currently an 
Associate Professor in International Relations and Director of the Central Asian Studies Centre at 
KIMEP. Her research concerns issues of Central Asian security, Eurasian geopolitics and energy security. 
Nargis has published her research in numerous forums including edited volumes for Routledge, Central 
Asian Survey and through the EU-CAM policy brief and working paper series.  

Contact email: nargis@kimep.kz 

 

Hardenberg Roland, University of Tubingen, Germany 

Roland Hardenberg is a professor of anthropology at the department of social and cultural anthropology 
of the Eberhard Karls University of Tübingen. 

Contact email: hardenberg@gmx.de 

 

Hornidge Anna-Katharina, Center for Development Research, University of Bonn, Germany 

Anna-Katharina Hornidge (Doctor of Philosophy) is Senior Researcher at the Department of Social and 
Cultural Change at the Center for Development Research, University of Bonn, Germany. She specializes 
in knowledge and development sociology and cultural studies, but includes environmental sociology and 
development-oriented innovation creation and diffusion processes among her research interests. She has 
extensively worked on processes of the social construction of ‘knowledge society’ in Germany and 
Singapore (2007), while increasingly looking at farmer-led and farmer-oriented knowledge creation and 
innovation development in Central Asia (Uzbekistan, Tajikistan) and Southeast Asia (Indonesia). She has 
published (amongst others) in the Journal of Southeast Asian Studies (2011), Natural Resources Forum (2011), 
Rural Sociology (2011), the Asian Journal of Social Sciences (2010) and the Journal of Social Issues in Southeast Asia 
(Sojourn) (2007). She has co-edited a volume together with Hans-Dieter Evers and Solvay Gerke on The 
Straits of Malacca – Knowledge and Diversity, published by Lit-Publishing (2008) and is currently, together with 
Christoph Antweiler, co-editing a volume on Environmental Change, Uncertainties and Knowledge in Southeast and 
South Asia to be published with Transcript.  

In her current position, Ms. Hornidge is the project leader of a research project on local epistemic cultures 
and innovation diffusion in agriculture in Tajikistan and Georgia, funded by the Federal Ministry of 
Education and Research, Germany and implemented by the Center for Development Research, University 
of Bonn, Germany. 

Contact email: Hornidge@uni-bonn.de 
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Isaacs Rico, Oxford Brookes University, UK 

Rico Isaacs is a lecturer in International Studies at Oxford Brookes University. His research interest 
concerns the development and inter-relation between formal and informal forms of institutions and 
political practices in post-Soviet Central Asia. His book Party System Formation in Kazakhstan: between formal 
and informal politics was published by Routledge in 2011. He has also published articles in Democratization, 
Electoral Studies, Studies in Ethnicity and Nationalism, and the Journal of East European and Asian Studies. 

Contact email: ricoisaacs@brookes.ac.uk  

 

Kachkynbaev Seitek, Waseda University, Japan 

Seitek Kachkynbaev is a doctoral student at Waseda University in Tokyo. He graduated from the 
Bishkek Humanities University with a B.Sc. in Sinology (1999) and then received an M.A. degree in 
Political Science from Waseda University in 2009. Seytek has worked for the Bishkek Humanities 
University as a lecturer in Chinese and for the Kyrgyz Republic-Japan Center for Human Development. 
From 2006 to 2007 Seitek stayed at Rissyo University as a researcher in Buddhist studies. He is a member 
of Japan Kendo Federation. He also acted as a president of the Association of Kyrgyz students in Japan 
from 2006 to 2010. 

Contact email: seitekajoo@gmail.com 

 

Karrar Hasan H., Lahore University of Management Sciences, Lahore, Pakistan 

Hasan H. Karrar is an Assistant Professor of History at the Department of Humanities and Social 
Sciences at the Lahore University of Management Sciences in Lahore, Pakistan. He has a Ph.D. in East 
Asian Studies (McGill, 2006). His specialization is contemporary Chinese and Central Asian history and 
politics. His book on Sino-Central Asian relations, The New Silk Road Diplomacy: China’s Central Asian 
Foreign Policy since the Cold War (Vancouver: University of British Columbia Press, 2009) was the first 
focused study on China’s relations with the Central Asian republics in the English-language. Besides 
continuing to work on Sino-Central Asian political and economic relations, he is building research on the 
impact of China’s rise on pastoral and semi-pastoral societies in Central Asia and Pakistan. This project 
explores state policies, new commercial opportunities through shuttle trade, and sedentarization in Central 
Asian mountain and pastoral/semi-pastoral societies. 

Contact email: hasan.karrar@mail.mcgill.ca 

 

Mandler Andreas, Center for Development Research, University of Bonn, Germany 

Andreas Manlder graduated from Humboldt University of Berlin in Central Asian Studies, Philology and 
Eastern European History.  
Currently he works as a junior researcher at the Center for Development Research, University of Bonn, 
Germany. He is doing research on the relation between knowledge and governance in Tajik agriculture. A 
short overview of his research project can be found at: http://www.zef.de/1846.html 

Contact email: amandler@uni-bonn.de 
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Mingisheva Nazgul, Karaganda Bolashak University, Karaganda, Kazakhstan 

Nazgul Mingisheva graduated from Karaganda State University (Kazakhstan) with a Philosophy major 
in 2001. She is senior lecturer at the Political Sciences and General Educational Disciplines Department of 
Karaganda Bolashak University. Her current research is focused on Islam and gender relations in present-
day Kazakhstan. It is funded by a Faculty Development Fellowship Program of the Open Society Institute 
and the University of Kentucky, USA. In 2011-2013 Nazgul carried out a research project on the 
anthropology of Islam in the frameworks of the Regional Seminar for Excellence in Teaching Program, 
HESP/OSI. 

Contact email: nazgulm2006@gmail.com 

 

Nasritdinov Emil, Anthropology Department, AUCA 

Emil Nasritdinov holds PhD in Urban Planning from Melbourne University, Australia (2007), MA in 
Architecture from the University of Illinois in Chicago, USA (2002), MA in Urban and Regional Planning, 
University of Hawaii at Manoa, USA (2001) and Higher Education Diploma from Kyrgyz Institute of 
Architecture and Construction, Kyrgyzstan (1997). In 2007, he joined Anthropology Program at the 
American University of Central Asia. His research interests include migration, development, urban 
anthropology and spirituality. 

Contact email: emilzn@gmail.com 

 

Provis Rene, University of New South Wales, Sydney, Australia 

René Provis is PhD candidate at the University of New South Wales, Sydney, Australia. Rene’s research 
investigates the affects of informal institutions on perceptions of corruption and morality in the post-
Soviet space, from an interdisciplinary, institutional perspective. 

Contact email: rene.provis@unsw.edu.au 

 

Qurboniev Aslisho, Oxford University, UK 

Aslisho Qurboniev is a postgraduate student at the Institute of Ismaili Studies in London. He has a 
Diploma in Oriental Studies from Khorog State University and has worked for a period of time in 
Tajikistan with Development organizations. He has recently been admitted to the MPhil in Islamic Studies 
Programme at the University of Oxford and will also join the Oriental Institute of Oxford in September. 
His research interest is the current politics of the Central Asia with a focus on the role of religion in the 
society. 

Contact email: aspamir@gmail.com 

 

Rustemova Assel, KIMEP, Kazakhstan 

Assel Rustemova has a PhD in Global Affairs from Rutgers University. Her interests are mainly located 
in the political economy of the authoritarian regimes in Central Asia. Her work appeared in books of 
Routledge, Nomos, and in international journals, such as Europe-Asia Studies and Journal of Eurasian Studies. 
She currently works in the International Relations Department at KIMEP University.  

Contact email: asselek@kimep.kz 
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Schenk Caress, School of Humanities and Social Sciences, Nazarbayev University, Astana, 
Kazakhstan 

Caress Schenk is an Assistant Professor of political science at Nazarbaev University (Kazakhstan). She 
earned a PhD from Miami University in Oxford, Ohio (USA) with concentrations in both International 
Relations and Comparative Politics and is currently working on a project that considers how the various 
regions in Russia manage immigrant populations. Current and previous research has been funded by the 
American Councils for International Education and the Fulbright Scholar Program and has been 
published in Demokratizatisya, Europe-Asia Studies, Nationalities Papers and Russia Behind the Headlines 
(some articles forthcoming). 

Contact e-mail: caressschenk@gmail.com 

 

Schoeberlein John, Eurasian Regional Studies Institute, Nazarbayev University, Astana, Kazakhstan 

John Schoeberlein serves as director of Eurasian Regional Studies at Nazarbayev University and teaches 
in the anthropology program at the School of Humanities and Social Sciences. Since September 2011, he 
has been Visiting Professor at the Gumilyov Eurasian National University, teaching in the departments of 
Philosophy and Sociology. He is a social anthropologist with nearly three decades of experience 
researching Central Asia, the Caucasus, and Muslim societies of Eurasia generally.   

Prior to coming to Nazarbayev University in 2012, he established and directed the Program on Central 
Asia and the Caucasus at Harvard University (Cambridge, USA) for nearly two decades. He received his 
Ph.D. in Social Anthropology from Harvard University in 1994. 

His research focuses on identity, ethnicity, nationality, religion, gender, and community organization.  He 
has conducted a total of over six years of anthropological field research in post-Soviet countries, mainly in 
Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan, Georgia and Russia. Themes of his current research 
include: the changing role of Islam in former-Soviet societies, the development of new cultural 
orientations including revival of traditions and global cultural influences in Eurasia, discourses and 
practices of morality in everyday life, Soviet cultural and social legacies, and the interaction between 
culture and politics in post-Soviet Eurasia. 

He played the leading role in establishing the Central Eurasian Studies Society, holding the position of the 
first President from 2000 to 2003, and continuing to lead the organization through 2007. He has been 
involved in a number of initiatives aimed at development of social science and cultural studies scholarship 
on Central Asia and the former Soviet Union. These include leadership of the Central Asia and Caucasus 
Research and Training Initiative (CARTI) of the Open Society Foundations, and projects aimed at 
developing the study of anthropology, religion and particularly Islam in among university faculty-level 
researchers in Eurasia. 

Contact email: schoeber@fas.harvard.edu 

 

Tulebaeva Baktygul, University of Tubingen, Germany 

Baktygul Tulebaeva is a current PhD student of Social and Cultural Anthropology at the University of 
Tübingen, Germany. She earned her MSc in Social Anthropology at the University of Edinburgh, UK 
(2009), and her BA in Cultural Anthropology and Archeology at the American University of Central Asia, 
Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan (2005). Her research interests are on childhood and child health, medical 
anthropology, development anthropology, rural development, traditional knowledge in health 
improvement, and educational reforms in Kyrgyzstan. 

Contact email: tulebaevab@gmail.com 


